














Highlights:  Provincial Response to the Barrett Commission (July 13, 1998)

Restoring Confidence - Protecting Consumers:

Provincial Response to the Barrett Commission

HIGHLIGHTS

We agree with the Commission's key recommendations and will take immediate action to protect consumers, help 
affected homeowners and rebuild a basis for trust in B.C.'s residential construction industry.

Two bills - the Homeowner Protection Act and the Strata Property Act - will be introduced on July 13 to respond to 
47 of the Commission's recommendations. Together they will:

1. Fix the system

a) Warranty protection on new homes will be mandatory.

b) Residential builders will be licenced and must meet standards set by government.

c) An industry-funded Homeowner Protection Office to manage the reconstruction program, oversee 
the licencing of residential builders, carry out research and education to improve construction quality 
in B.C., and provide single-window support and information for leaky condo owners and home 
buyers. The office will open by Oct. 1, 1998.

d) The new Strata Property Act will increase access to information and ensure that owners and strata 
corporations can effectively respond to construction problems if they occur. 

2. Assist homeowners in greatest need

a) We will create a Reconstruction Program an industry-financed fund to provide loans, not 
compensation, so owners have access to the financing they need to make repairs. Priority will be 
given to those most in need who have exhausted all other financing options.

b) Tax relief and other assistance to be negotiated with the federal government and others.

26 recommendations require federal and local government action, as well as commitments on the part of professional 
groups and lending institutions. Consultation and negotiations are already underway.

9 recommendations require further analysis before government can make a commitment. We agree with the intent, 
not necessarily the mechanisms.

1-800-407-7757
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or visit our website at 
http://www.marh.gov.bc.ca/PUBLIC 

Return to HPO Communications Page
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News Release:  BARRETT COMMISSION REPORT RECEIVED (June 17, 1998)

News Release
For Immediate Release
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
File Number: MA 98-038
Date: June 17, 1998 

BARRETT COMMISSION REPORT RECEIVED

VICTORIA -- The Commission of Inquiry into the Quality of Condominium 
Construction in British Columbia submitted its report to government today.

Municipal Affairs Minister Jenny Kwan released the following statement: 
"Commissioner Dave Barrett has submitted a lengthy and detailed report that touches 
on numerous aspects of the complex problem of assuring quality in residential 
construction and protecting home buyers. I thank him and the commission staff for 
their efforts over the past two months.

"I especially thank the hundreds of British Columbians who appeared at the public 
hearings or made written submissions. I salute the courage and dignity of individual 
leaky condo owners who came forward to tell their stories under extremely trying 
conditions. They have suffered emotional strain and financial hardship through no 
fault of their own. Their stories reaffirmed my conviction that the current situation is 
intolerable and cannot be allowed to continue.

"There appear to be some solid recommendations that will help government address 
this issue. I will now review the report in detail and discuss it with my cabinet 
colleagues. I have instructed Ministry of Municipal Affairs staff to mobilize all 
available resources to allow me to introduce consumer protection legislation in this 
session, as we announced in the throne speech earlier this year.

"I will formally respond to the recommendations contained in the Barrett report once 
our review is complete. I will not comment on the substance of the report or 
individual recommendations until they have been reviewed thoroughly.

"Because of the urgency of this issue and the intense public interest, I have asked the 
commissioner to release his report publicly as soon as possible. He will release the 
report at a news conference in Vancouver on Thursday morning. Details will be sent 
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by the commission."
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Contact:
Erik Kaye
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
(250) 387-4089 (Victoria)
e-mail: pabrecp@hq.marh.gov.bc.ca
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News Release
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
File Number: MA 98-017
Date: April 17, 1998 

DAVE BARRETT APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE LEAKY CONDO 
PROBLEM

VICTORIA -- Former B.C. premier Dave Barrett will head a commission of inquiry 
into the quality of condominium construction in British Columbia with particular 
focus on the issue of leaky condominiums, Municipal Affairs Minister Jenny Kwan 
announced today.

Barrett will listen to the concerns of condominium owners and will hear the 
submissions from different sectors of the condominium industry. The commission's 
mandate is to inquire into the adequacy of protection for, and accountability to, home 
buyers for faulty condominium construction. The commission will also inquire into 
the causes of the leaky condo problem.

"I expect commissioner Barrett to find out who is responsible for this terrible situation 
and make recommendations about what can be done to hold them accountable," said 
Kwan. "I want practical recommendations for future legislation so this problem never 
happens again.

"I'm here to find out who caused this mess and what needs to be done in order to 
clean it up," said Barrett. "It's important that those responsible for leaky condos be 
held accountable for their actions. I've been asked to listen to the people affected and 
make sure they have a voice in developing the solutions."

The commissioner's report will be submitted by May 29. British Columbians can 
contact the commission by phone at (604) 844-3122, by fax at (604) 844-1888 or by e-
mail at leakycondos@bc.sympatico.ca. A full schedule of public consultations will be 
released next week.
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Erik Kaye
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
(250) 387-4089 (Victoria)
e-mail: pabrecp@hq.marh.gov.bc.ca

Terms of reference attached 
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